









John 10:10 “I have come, that you may have life, and have it to the full” 
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CONTACT 
November 2025

75p



Some of our services are live-streamed to Zoom; 

If you would like to join us online, please contact the Parish Office, 
and we will send you the link! office@stjohnshythe.org
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10:15am
Morning Worship

11:15am
Holy

Communion

9:30am

SUNDAYS AT
ST JOHN’S 

YOUR CHURCH,
YOU’RE WELCOME

The Parish of Hythe

5:30pm
2nd Sunday of the month

Evensong
(British Summer Time only) 



EDITORIAL 

Welcome to your November edition of The Parish of Hythe, 
‘CONTACT’ magazine. I hope you enjoy this updated version!


I would just like to say a big thank you to our outgoing editors; Phil 
& Cat Preston, who have done an amazing job over the years; 
editing and often creating from scratch, our CONTACT magazine, 
we are truly grateful.


Do you have a special interest? A gift? Some spare time? 
Would you like to be on the editorial team of the CONTACT 
magazine or even submit articles, photos or other items for the 
editors to consider? If so, please do email 
contact@stjohnshythe.org by the 15th of the month for your 
item to be considered. 

Reverend Lee 

GIVING 

Giving is part of our worship of God, and a way of 
showing commitment to His ministry in the 
Parish. If you would like to contribute to the work 
of our Parish, please use the QR code on this 
page to find out how, or visit parishgiving.org.uk 
to set up regular giving. 


In Church, we also have a card machine which is easy to use and 
saves us handling cash. Please contact the Parish Office for further 
information or if you require help with this.’


JOKE 
Why doesn’t Jesus wear any 
jewellery?  
Because he breaks every chain!!
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VICARS LETTER 
Wow! What a busy October it has been! 
As predicted!


Its been wonderful to welcome new 
people into the ‘big family of God’ in the 
very joyful baptisms and confirmations 
we had. A busy Harvest Celebration in 
all three services, and preparations are 
well underway for our outreach at the 
Village Halloween Trail; where 1000 children come and 500 of them 
will stop at the church, where they’ll be offered hot chocolates and 
given a ‘bag of hope’ which will contain some goodies and an 
invite to our Christmas services!


When I arrived in Hythe, I talked about having a vision for HOPE for 
our Church. For us to be a beacon of HOPE to all who live, work 
and socialise in our Parish. 


Hospitality Outreach

Prayer (& discipleship)

Evangelism


This is a framework for us to view how 
we’re doing in developing our church 
and we’ve seen gentle growth in most 
areas over the last year, which we 
should celebrate! 


The leadership team will be meeting shortly to plan what 2026 will 
look like, and discipleship is top of our list for prayer & discussion.

Maybe you could pray too! What part can you play in hosting or 
leading a Bible Study/Home Group? Is there a course you’ve 
always wanted to do? If so, have a chat with Rev Lee and see if 
this can fit into the plans for next year!


As we enter November, and the nights draw in very quickly, I pray 
for the light of Christ to shine in your hearts and minds.

Reverend Lee Davies, Vicar 
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BAPTISMS & CONFIRMATIONS 
On the 5th & 12th of October, we held joint services at 10:30 for the 
wonderful celebration of Baptism & Confirmation for a number of 
our new believers (or people returning to God in some way) in St 
Johns.


On the 5th, we had Oliver, John, Sofia & Aaliyah who were all 
baptised by full immersion and on the 12th we had James, Carly, 
Jake, Elijah, Toby, Grace and Annie-Joy who were all baptised by 
full immersion and James, Carly, Annie-Joy, Stephanie, Hannah, 
John and Leon who were all confirmed by our very special guest, 
the Assistant Bishop of The Diocese of Winchester, The Right 
Reverend Geoff Annas.


Please pray for all our newly baptised and confirmed members as 
they take their first steps as new christians  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PRAYER & DISCIPLESHIP 
Did you know that we have numerous 
options for prayer here at St Johns? 


We have a monthly prayer diary that you can subscribe to by 
emailing the office on office@stjohnshythe.org. But you can also 
receive prayer on Sundays. Just ask one of the service leaders, or 
someone you trust if they wouldn’t mind praying for you, and I’m 
sure they’d be delighted!


Many of us follow our own routine for daily prayer, and over the 
next few editions, I’d like to highlight some of the resources that 
are out there to aid you in your prayer life and walk with God.


The first one is Lectio365, which is a free daily prayer app from 
247-Prayer; with morning, midday & night devotionals to help you 
experience God’s presence in your life. For more information and 
links to download, visit www.lectio364.com There’s even a Lectio 
for families with accessible reflections.


6

mailto:office@stjohnshythe.org
http://www.lectio364.com


P.R.A.Y. 

Lectio 365 prayers are inspired by the ancient practice of Lectio 
Divina (which means ‘Divine Reading’), a way of meditating on the 
Bible that’s been used by Christians for centuries.


Pause, breathe deeply, and be still in God’s presence


Rejoice with a Psalm and reflect on Scripture


Ask God to help you and those you care about


Yield to God; welcome his love, his plans and his presence into 
your day.


On Sundays, we take a break from the normal routine to pray a 
different kind of Sabbath prayer.


The app celebrates heroes of faith on Feast Days, marks significant 
moments in the church calendar, and welcomes guest hosts 
throughout the year.


© Copyright 2025 Lectio 365 - All rights reserve


MOTHERS UNION REPORT 
We had an enjoyable time at our October meeting, trying to identify 
our older selves with our childhood photographs, which led to some 
childhood memories.

On Thursday November 13th at St John’s Hall we will be holding 
our pre-Christmas celebration. NB: This meeting is at 
2:00pm. There will be a Christmas quiz and a shared tea. Please 
don’t forget a donation to send to the Womens’ Refuge.

Sue Harvey 
June Smith 
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OUR NEW BISHOPS COMMISSION FOR MISSION: WORSHIP! 
My name is Veronica! For the best part of 50 
years I have worshiped at St. Johns and a lot 
of that time served a choir member.


I was born in Marchwood and at the age of 10 
just after my brother was born we were moved 
to Netley View Estate.


I was brought up in a mixed faith as my 
mother was a Roman Catholic and my father 
was Welsh Chapel, so things could get a bit 
confusing! As a child, along with my 3 elder 
sisters I attended St Johns in Marchwood, the 
Baptist church and The Pentecostal Mission.


On Special religious days, our mother would 
take us the Catholic Church in Totton. Most of 
the time I think it as to keep us out of our 
parents way, but that sowed a seed in me. As I 
grew up I always had a pull to come into the 
church, sometimes just to sit and be still.


Peter and I were married in St. Johns in the 
nineteen sixties by the Reverend Hobbs, we 
were his first wedding and Peter’s Auntie Winn 
was in the choir. We have three daughters, 5 
grandchildren, and to add to the brood we 
have 7 great grandchildren, whose ages range 
from 19 to one year, so we’re a busy family.


It was in 1996 that I was first approached by 
the then vicar The Rev Paul Baird, he thought it 
would be good for me and St. Johns if I were more involved! We spoke about 
me becoming a licensed lay minister, but no! I used the excuse of being too 
busy with family, full-time work ( I was a nurse) and Peter’s business. I also 
had a major problem in my life that needed addressing. This I had help with 
and to this day I remain sober.  


I did get more involved in church life with readings, leading prayers and I 
joined the PCC! Added to that, there was fundraising for the new hall and 
then being on the hall committee. I still ignored the higher request to take 
this further….Fast forward to 2024 and the call was still there, more and 
more I heard the voice in my head or just getting a strong feeling I was being 
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asked to do more.


Sue Blomley gently persuaded me to get more involved in the services and 
then broached the subject of doing some training! That idea came just at the 
right time. I mentioned this to Lee, and after a home visit with Lee and with 
Peter’s blessing, and the PCC’s support; I applied for my Bishops 
Commission for Mission training, and was accepted!


I started my training in January this year, this was daunting at first, it had 
been such a long time since I last studied. Our first session was at Old 
Alresford Place where I met some lovely people, whom will remain great 
friends. There were also zoom meetings and long discussions. Once I got 
over my impostor syndrome I realised I was actually enjoying myself. I came 
to believe I was where I should be. It pushed me sometimes, but on the 
whole I learned so much about myself. You are never too old to learn new 
things. On March 22nd this year; I completed the course.


On Saturday 11th October I attended a service in Winchester Cathedral to 
receive my Commission from the Bishop of Winchester; This was a very 
emotional service, all the candidates were made to feel very welcome, and 
processing out of the Cathedral afterwards out into the sunshine seemed 
very fitting.


Some of you will have been part of the services I have officiated at, and I 
hope you found something helpful in them.  I have been asked, “what I can 
do now”, my answer. “With the Lords Help, anything is possible. Watch this 
space”.


I would like to thank all the people who have supported me in

this  journey, The Rev. Paul Baird, Lee, the PCC and all the

members of the wider family of St. John’s. Not forgetting Susan

Blomley………Last but never least my husband Peter, without

whom my story would have been very different.


Thank you all for your continued prayers.


Veronica 

Maybe reading Veronica’s story has sparked something in you 
about what God is calling you to now, or in the future. Have a 
look at winchester.anglican.org and search BCM for more 
information and/or have a chat with Rev Lee. 
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BLISTER PACK RECYCLING NOW AT ST JOHN’S 
Each year, empty medicine blister packs end up in landfill sites as 
most local councils will not recycle them! This causes terrible harm 
to our environment and we can play our small part in fixing this 
problem. Chris McMahon will act as our ‘blister pack champion’ 
and will collect any medicinal blister packs from you, and ensure 
they are recycled when she takes hers to the collection point.


SCRATCH!


We will once 
again be a 
collection 
point for this 
much 
needed 
charity!


There will be 
a collection 
trolley on 
Sundays in 
Church and 
midweek, in 
the hall 
entrance. 


Thank you in 
advance for 
your 
generous 
donations
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CALLING ALL SEAMSTRESSES………………………. 

I need your help ! 

 

Last Christmas  I appealed for some one to make us 
angel costumes in the sizes we needed for children, and was very 
blessed when Jenny, took up the challenge.

 

So in January I asked if anyone can help by making sure our 
puppets had angel costumes this year, as we often need them, the 
Christmas season is going to call for them, and Jenny has moved 
away! BUT the right person I am sure will be able to get a few very 
simple tabards similar to the pictured one, out of the remnants of 
material we have, and maybe move onto other Nativity costumes if 
time allows. 




I have the pattern to make costumes for the puppets, or these 
simple ones like the mini ones we use at open the Book (not the 
wings but white, sliver, gold material, stiffening for adults, and 
children just need an elastic) .


I look forward to hearing from you


Mrs Chris McMahon 023 80844336 	 	 	 	           
families@stjohnshythe.org
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LITTLE FOOTPRINTS ‘INSIDE & 
OUT’


At 'Little Footprints Inside & Out' we 
welcome all expecting and new 
parents & carers, to enjoy time with 
other adults and babies, giving 
company and support. Along side 
our 'Baby Bank' where we receive 
donations of pre-loved equipment, 
toys & clothes, left over nappies and 
in date sealed tins of baby milk, 
parents and carers can come along 
and pick up what they need 'Free'.


We also recently donated some bits 
we had had for a while to 'New 
Forest for Ukraine' 


A massive thanks to Trish, Michelle 
and Debs who all support me in this 
outreach work.
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TODDLIEWINKS 

At Toddliewinks we have been thinking about the season change 
and thanking God for the Harvest! Here are some pictures of what 
we’ve been up to!
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WELCOME OUR NEW BISHOP OF BASINGSTOKE 

On Wednesday 15th October, Kelly Betteridge was ordained and 
consecrated as Bishop of Basingstoke in a joyful service at 
Southward Cathedral! Please do pray for Bishop Kelly as she 
begins her ministry in our Diocese.


A service of welcome will be held at St Mary’s Andover on 15th 
November, and all are invited to attend and welcome Bishop Kelly 
into her new role.


'Diocese of Winchester’ used with permission
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY 
We’re delighted to share the news that the next Archbishop of 
Canterbury will be Bishop Sarah Mullally, currently Bishop of 
London. We invite you to pray for Bishop Sarah as she takes on 
this role.


Bishop Philip said, “I am wholly delighted by the announcement 
that Bishop Sarah Mullally is to be the next Archbishop of 
Canterbury. I’m sure I speak for us all in the Diocese of Winchester 
in assuring her and Eamonn of our prayers.


“As Archbishop Designate, Bishop Sarah’s address today was 
marked strongly by an emphasis on faith, hope and love: three 
virtues which are absolutely central to the Christian faith and which 
have certainly marked her ministry up to now. Please join me in 
praying not only that she will be sustained in these but that more 
and more they will be the hallmark of us all, as the Church of Jesus 
Christ.”


‘Archbishop of Canterbury’ used with permission
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WHO’S WHO? 
Reverend Lee Davies, Vicar


07809682085

vicar@stjohnshythe.org


	 	 Mr Craig Fowkes, Church Warden


	 	 075462187

	 	 craigfowkes@aol.co.uk





Mrs Sue Blomley, Licensed Lay Minister


023 80849482

sue.blomley@gmail.com




Reverend Edgar Ruddock, Retired Priest





Mrs Chris McMahon, Children’s & Families Pastor


023 80844336

families@stjohnshythe.org




Mrs Hannah Rowlandson


023 8084436

office@stjohnshythe.org
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NOVEMBER 2025
Notices and Diary Dates

Parish of Hythe

The earth is the Lord’s, and
everything in it, the world,

and all who live in it;

Psalm 24:1

Welcome to our November notices and diary dates.
If  you have a notice to be included in future months, please email
office@stjohnshythe.org 
In order to help us save on our printing costs, if you don't already
receive this by email and would like to, please email
office@stjohnshythe.org 
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Sundays in November

Sunday 2nd November
9:30am Bubble Church at St John’s
10:15am Morning Worship at St John’s
11:15am Holy Communion at St John’s
5:30pm All Souls Service at St John’s

Sunday 9th November
10:30am Remembrance Sunday Service at St John’s

Sunday 16th November
9:30am Bubble Church at St John’s
10:15am Morning Worship at St John’s
11:15am Holy Communion at St John’s 

Sunday 23rd November
9:30am Bubble Church at St John’s
10:15am Morning Worship at St John’s
11:15am Holy Communion at St John’s

Sunday 30th November
9:30am Bubble Church at St John’s
10:15am Morning Worship at St John’s
11:15am Holy Communion at St John’s
5:30pm Advent Carols at St John’s

Midweek Services

Every Wednesday at 10:30am - Holy Communion at St John's

Friday 7  November at 3:30pm - Messy Church at St Anne’sth

Friday 28  November at 3:30pm - Messy Church in St John’s
Hall

th
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Weekly Activities

Mondays
1:00pm Little Footprints Baby Group at St Anne's

Tuesdays
9:30am Coffee Shop in St John’s Hall
10:00am Coffee Morning at St John's (except 11
November)

th

Wednesdays
12:00pm Lunch Club in St John's Hall

Thursdays
1:00pm Toddlie-Winks Toddler Group at St Anne’s

Fridays
6:00pm Youth Club in St John’s Hall

Saturdays
10:00am Coffee Morning at St John's

Other Events in November

Saturday 1  November st

10:00am-11:00am Who Let the Dads Out in St John’s Hall

Thursday 13  Novemberth

2:00pm Mothers’ Union in St John’s Hall

Saturday 22  Novembernd

10:00am-1:00pm Christmas Fair in St John’s Hall
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NOTICES

Christmas Fair
Please make a note of the Christmas Fair on 22  November
in your diaries. If you are available to help on the day,
please let Hannah know. We would appreciate donations of
raffle prizes, bottles of red wine, and Christmas items.

nd

All Souls
We will be holding our All Souls Service on Sunday 2nd
November at 5:30pm in St John’s Church. All are very
welcome to attend.

Remembrance Sunday
Our Remembrance Service will be on Sunday 9th November
at 10:30am in St John’s Church. This will be our only
service that Sunday.

God of Mission, 
Who alone brings growth to your Church,
Send your Holy Spirit to give
Vision to our planning,
Wisdom to our actions,
And power to our witness.
Help our church to grow in numbers,
In spiritual commitment to you,
And in service to our local community,
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Cartoons used with permission cartoonchurch.com
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