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   Not the Vicars letter…….

This time of year is always a particularly busy one in the Parish 
Office as we prepare for a myriad of special services including 
Harvest, All Souls, Remembrance, and of course Advent and 
Christmas. We truly hope that you will find there is something for 
everyone!

On 11th October at 10:30am we will be coming together to celebrate 
Harvest at a special Family Communion Service that Edgar and 
Chris have put together. This will be followed by a bring and share 
lunch so please do stay on for this as we enjoy fellowship together. 
We will also come together at 10:30am for our Remembrance 
Service on Sunday 8th November, and for a special Family Carol 
Service with Communion on Sunday 13th December. The hope and 
prayer is that everyone will find these combined services both a 
blessing and an enriching opportunity to worship together.

Looking ahead to 2027, we are delighted to let you know that 
Bishop Rhiannon will be joining us on Easter Sunday and there will 
be the opportunity to be Confirmed during this service if anyone 
would like to take this step. Please let me know if you would be 
interested in this.

Finally, I would like to express my huge thanks to everyone who 
gives of their time to serve the work of the church. So many of you 
are involved in a multitude of ways and we are only able to do what 
we do because of your generosity and sacrifice. As I was selecting 
the verse for the front of the October diary, I was drawn to Galatians 
6:9 – ‘And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season 
we will reap, if we do not give up.’ Thank you, from the bottom of my 
heart, for the ways in which you volunteer, for your ongoing prayers, 
and for your generosity.

Yours in Christ,

Hannah 



GIVING 

Giving is part of our worship of God, and a 
way of showing commitment to His ministry 
in the Parish. If you would like to contribute 
to the work of our Parish, please use the QR 
code on this page to find out how, or visit 

parishgiving.org.uk to set up regular giving. 


In Church, we also have a card machine which is easy to 
use and saves us handling cash. Please contact the Parish 
Office for further information or if you require help with 
them.


Some of our

services are live-streamed to Zoom; 

If you would like to join us online, please contact the 
Parish Office, and we will send you the link! 


http://parishgiving.org.uk


WHO’S WHO 


Mr Craig Fowkes, Church Warden

075462187

craigfowkes@aol.co.uk




Andy Pearce Church Warden





Mrs Sue Blomley, Licensed Lay Minister

023 80849482

sue.blomley@gmail.com





Reverend Edgar Ruddock, Retired Priest





Mrs Chris McMahon, Children’s & Families Pastor

023 80844336

families@stjohnshythe.org




Mrs Hannah Rowlandson Parish Administrator 

023 80844336

office@stjohnshythe.org

 

Mr Gary McMahon Contact Editor

mcmahongary@mail.com


mailto:sue.blomley@gmail.com
mailto:families@stjohnshythe.org


PRAYER & DISCIPLESHIP 

Did you know that we have 
numerous options for prayer here 
at St Johns? 


We have a monthly prayer diary that you can subscribe to 
by emailing the office on office@stjohnshythe.org. But you 
can also receive prayer on Sundays. Just ask one of the 
service leaders, or someone you trust if they wouldn’t mind 
praying for you, and I’m sure they’d be delighted!


Many of us follow our own routine for daily prayer, and over 
the next few editions, I’d like to highlight some of the 
resources that are out there to aid you in your prayer life 
and walk with God.





mailto:office@stjohnshythe.org


MOTHERS UNION REPORT 

Our speaker at our September meeting was David Bevis, who 
introduced us to the ‘Mission Aviation Fellowship’, which has 135 
light aircraft which fly to around 26 developing countries, bringing 
help and healing to the most remote communities. The Fellowship 
assist 1,500 partners worldwide including local churches and 
charities such as Oxfam, Christian Aid and Tearfund. A most 
absorbing and interesting story. 

We next meet on Thursday October 8th at 2:30pm at St John’s Hall. 
Due to ill health, Jane is unable to update us on our Malawi link. 
Please come and enjoy each others’ company. Any suggestions as 
to a theme for the afternoon will be most welcome. All are welcome. 
The sales table will be orange. 

Sue Harvey 
June Smith                              



CHRISTMAS 
ANGELS………………………. 

Dear friends, we're coming close to that 
time of year when we begin to turn our 
thoughts to Christmas angels.  Again, I 

thank you for all the hard work you did in 2025 when we 
gave out 1700 angels.  We couldn't do this without all your 
help, if you are new to the idea, I can send you patterns, 
knitting or crochet,by email, or deliver them to you, so you 
can join the growing gang of crafters.  With many thanks for 
your continued enthusiasm, The angel lady (Sue Blomley) 
sue.blomley@gmail.com.

mailto:sue.blomley@gmail.com


Our Church’s Future with the Parish 
Giving Scheme
Our church relies entirely on the generosity of our 
community to care for our building, support our clergy, and 
continue our worship, mission, and outreach. To make 
giving simpler, more secure, and more efficient, St. John’s 
offers the Church of England’s Parish Giving Scheme 
(PGS).

The Parish Giving Scheme is a free, secure, and easy-to-
use Direct Debit service designed specifically for local 
churches. It helps provide our parish with a reliable and 
predictable income, enabling us to plan confidently for the 
future.

Why use the Parish Giving Scheme?

You’re in Control

You decide how often you would like to give — monthly, 
quarterly, or annually.
Automatic Gift Aid

If you are a UK taxpayer, the scheme automatically claims 
the additional 25% Gift Aid on your donation and passes it 
directly to our parish.
No Hidden Fees

Unlike some online giving platforms, the PGS is completely 
free to use, meaning 100% of your donation — and any Gift 
Aid reclaimed — comes directly to our church.



Helping Your Gift Keep Its Value

The scheme also offers the option to increase your gift 
annually in line with inflation (CPI). By opting in, your 
generosity can continue to have the same impact year after 
year without requiring manual changes.

How to Sign Up

Joining the Parish Giving Scheme only takes a few minutes. 
You can set up your regular gift in any of the following ways:
• Online - Visit the secure 

www.parishgivingscheme.org.uk website to register.
• By Phone - Call the dedicated PGS team on 0333 002 

1271 (Monday to Friday, 9:00 am–5:00 pm). Quoting 
code 416011181

• By Post - Ask Sue, our Parish Treasurer or Hannah for a 
paper gift form.

Please note: Whichever method you choose, you will need 
our parish’s unique PGS code: 416011181

Thank you for your continued support, prayers, and 
generosity. Together, we can ensure that our church 
continues to serve our community and thrive for generations 
to come.

Martin Deadman



THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

During the Season for Creation, Bishop 
Rhiannon writes...

  
Every autumn, from the first of September to the 
fourth of October, the global church has learnt to 
pause as we enter a special season called 
'Creationtide'. It is a time dedicated to looking 
more closely at the natural world around us and 
celebrating it as a gift from God.

To help us get into the spirit of this season, we can borrow a beautiful 
practice from the world of ‘Godly Play’. (Something worth looking up 
if you haven’t already come across it.) In Godly Play, we do not just 
learn facts about faith; we ask "I wonder" questions and use our God-
given imagination. This Creationtide, can I  invite you to bring that 
same posture of quiet curiosity out into the great ‘cathedral of nature’.

I wonder which part of God’s earth most point you towards Him? 
I wonder what sort of parable Jesus might tell about creation if he 

lived on the earth today? 
I wonder what the trees in the Amazon rainforest might say if they 

could speak to us? 

Creationtide calls us to fall in love with the earth again. Because 
when we truly wonder at something, we learn to love it and what we 
love, we will protect. 
  
Happy wondering/wandering!



Free Bibles from Good News for Everyone!

Bishop Rhiannon recently met with a local representative of Good 
News for Everyone!, who seek to place God’s Word wherever they can. 
They have produced a new edition of the Testaments depicting a 
lighthouse, reminding us that Jesus is the Light of the World, and would 
love for churches to display these as free copies. To keep churches 
fully stocked, they ask for volunteers to become 'Church Friends' of 
Good News for Everyone!, with a pilot in the Southampton area. The 
first 25 churches or benefices who sign up will receive a box of free 
New Testaments and liaise with the Southampton Branch of Good 
News for Everyone!

Please email southampton@goodnewsuk.com for more information 
and to sign up.

mailto:southampton@goodnewsuk.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you be able to sponsor a 
new family in St John’s & St Anne’s 

to help them continue their faith 
journey? 

£30.00 

£5.00 

Good News Family Bible - We have presented these to those families and 
will be offering them a chance to join together and explore them as a family. 

 A massive thankyou to those of you who have sponsored  
Bibles or part of a Bible for a family. 

Bubble Church Truth Cards - a new resource to equip parents and children 
to keep growing in their faith at home, especially where they might be 

beginning a journey of faith together. 

 

We are thrilled to have baptised children from 3 Bubble Church families and 
have more children and adults coming forward for Baptism & Confirmation 

who are part of our fellowship here.  

 

If you are interested in sponsoring a family with either of these gifts please 
talk to Chris McMahon, Children’s & Families Pastor,  

who can explain more how it works. 
 

Tel:02380844336  Email: families@stjohnshythe.org   

 

 



BAROQUE MUSIC
FOR ORGAN

AN ORGAN RECITAL AT ST JOHN’S CHURCH, HYTHE
FEATURING OUR 1970 WALKER POSITIF PIPE ORGAN 

DESCRIBED AS ONE OF THE BEST OF ITS KIND

PHILIP DOWD PRESENTS:

SATURDAY 10TH OCTOBER
3:00-4:00PM FREE

ENTRYREFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE

DONATIONS GRATEFULLY
RECEIVED TOWARDS THE
UPKEEP OF ST JOHN’S



Hot water

Baby changing

A fresh paint

Welcoming

Hi, I’m collecting money
to help go towards the

refurbisment of our toilet
in Church

Please pop any donations in my head



We	are	holding	a	
COFFEE	MORNING	

in	St	John’s	Hall,	Hythe	
on	Saturday	17th	October	2026	

10.00	–	12.30	

This	Photo	by	Unknown	Author	is	licensed	under	CC	BY-

Tea,	coffee	and	cakes	
Bring	&	Buy	
Gifts	&	RafOle	
Greetings	Cards		

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:A_time_for_a_cup_of_coffee.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


OCTOBER 2026
Notices and Diary Dates

Parish of Hythe

And let us not grow weary of
doing good, for in due season we
will reap, if we do not give up.

Galatians 6:9

Welcome to our October notices and diary dates.
If  you have a notice to be included in future months, please email
office@stjohnshythe.org 
In order to help us save on our printing costs, if you don't already
receive this by email and would like to, please email
office@stjohnshythe.org 



Sundays in October

Sunday 4th October
9:30am Bubble Church at St John’s
10:15am Morning Worship at St John’s
11:15am Holy Communion at St John’s

Sunday 11th October
9:30am Bubble Church at St John’s
10:30am Harvest Family Communion at St John’s 
5:30pm Evensong at St John’s

Sunday 18th October
9:30am Bubble Church at St John’s
10:15am Morning Worship at St John’s
11:15am Holy Communion at St John’s

Sunday 25th October 
9:30am Bubble Church at St John’s
10:15am Morning Worship at St John’s
11:15am Holy Communion at St John’s

Midweek Services

Every Wednesday at 10:30am - Holy Communion at St
John's

Friday 2nd October
3:30pm Messy Church at St Anne’s

Friday 30th October
3:30pm Messy Church in St John’s Hall



Weekly Activities during October

Mondays
1:00pm Little Footprints Baby Group at St Anne's

Tuesdays
9:30am Coffee Shop in St John’s Hall
10:00am Coffee Morning at St John's Church

Wednesdays
12:00pm Lunch Club in St John's Hall 

Thursdays
1:00pm Toddlie-Winks Toddler Group at St Anne’s

Fridays
6:00pm Youth Club in St John’s Hall

Saturdays
10:00am Coffee Morning at St John's Church

Other Events in October

Saturday 3rd October
10:00am-12:00pm Who Let the Dads Out in St John’s
Hall

Thursday 8th October
2:30pm Mothers’ Union in St John’s Hall

Saturday 10th September
3:00pm-4:00pm Organ Recital at St John’s Church



NOTICES

Harvest
This year we will be celebrating Harvest on Sunday 11
October. That Sunday we will have a special Harvest Bubble
Church at 9:30am, followed by a Combined Service with
Holy Communion at 10:30am. We will then enjoy a bring and
share lunch together in the church. That afternoon, at
5:30pm, it will be our final Evensong Service for 2026.

th

Organ Recital
Please note that we have an organ recital - Baroque Music
for Organ - in St John’s Church at 3:00pm on Saturday 10
October. Please do invite your friends and neighbours and
come along to support this event.

th

God of Mission, 
Who alone brings growth to your Church,
Send your Holy Spirit to give
Vision to our planning,
Wisdom to our actions,
And power to our witness.
Help our church to grow in numbers,
In spiritual commitment to you,
And in service to our local community,
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



Sunday 1st November
5:30pm

St John's Church

All Souls Service
of Thanksgiving

and Commemoration

Parish of Hythe



We would really like the church window
sills and internal railings to looks beautiful

for our Harvest Festival

We are looking for
people/families/

groups to decorate
a church window

sill for Harvest

Would you/or your group like to decorate one?
please talk to Chris to book a sill to decorate.

Tel: 02380844336 or 
Email: families@stjohnshythe.org



Dads, Grandpas, Uncles, male carers
join us with your children.

Coffee, tea, bacon butties, toys and 
Saturday papers!

Once a month on Saturday mornings in
St John’s Hall

Saturday 3  October 10am-12pmrd

Saturday 7  November 10am-12pmth

Saturday 5  December 10am-12pmth

Lots of
toys

 Games &
activities

 Fun &
friends

Bacon
Butties

Parish of Hythe



We need 
some help!

If you are over 18yrs of age
you may be able to help us

We need adult puppeteers 
to join our team 

full training given

flexability of how often

Full enhanced DBS
will be completed

please talk to Chris
Children & Families Pastor



DONATIONS OF TINS AND
OTHER NON-PERISHABLE

ITEMS GRATEFULLY RECEIVED
FOR WATERSIDE FOOD BANK

HARVEST
FESTIVAL

at St John's Church, Hythe 
SUNDAY 11TH OCTOBER

9:30am Bubble Church
10:30am Family Communion

Service followed by a Bring and
Share Lunch

Parish of Hythe



 Blanket Basket

Wanted - clean & cosy blankets

To have available in case you feel a bit
chilly whilst in church 

must be washable



Christmas Tree Festival 2026

Saturday 21 November – Saturday 5 December

It may seem a little early to be thinking about Christmas, but preparations are already well 
under way for this year’s Hythe Christmas Tree Festival, which returns to St John’s 
Church from Saturday 21 November to Saturday 5 December 2026.

Once again, we are looking forward to filling the church with a wonderful collection of 
decorated Christmas trees, provided by local charities, organisations, businesses, 
societies, families and individuals.

Organised by Hythe 2000 Charitable Trust in partnership with St John’s Church, the 
festival is a lovely opportunity to welcome people into our church and bring together the 
wider Hythe and Waterside community. It also raises valuable funds for both Hythe 2000 
and St John’s.

One of the joys of the festival is seeing the imagination that goes into each tree. 
Participants choose their own theme, so the displays can be traditional, artistic, humorous 
or thought-provoking, while many organisations use their tree to tell visitors something 
about their work in our local community.

Visitors will once again be able to bid for their favourite trees in our silent auction. When 
the festival finishes, the highest bidders will be contacted and can take their trees home to 
enjoy for Christmas.

We are also planning something special for our younger visitors this year, with Santa’s 
Grotto taking place during the festival. More details about this will follow nearer the time.

Do you have a Christmas tree hiding in the attic?

We would particularly like to hear from anyone who has an artificial Christmas tree or 
Christmas decorations tucked away in a loft, attic or garage that are no longer 
being used.

We would love to give these pre-loved trees and decorations a new lease of life by 
passing them on to local organisations and community groups that would like to 
participate in the festival but do not have a tree or decorations of their own.

So, before you have that autumn clear-out, please think of us! Donating an unwanted tree 
or decorations is a simple way of helping another local organisation take part, while also 
reusing something that might otherwise be thrown away.

If you have a tree or decorations that you would be happy to donate, please email 
ctf@hythe2000.org.

Would you like to enter a tree?

mailto:ctf@hythe2000.org


There is still time to join in. We welcome entries from local organisations, charities, 
businesses, societies, families, groups of friends and individuals. Your tree can 
represent a cause or organisation, tell a story, make people smile or simply celebrate 
Christmas.

And, of course, even if you are not entering a tree, please come along and visit the 
festival. Bring your family and friends, enjoy the displays, choose your favourites and 
help us make the 2026 Christmas Tree Festival another wonderful community 
occasion.

We look forward to welcoming everyone to St John’s Church from Saturday 21 
November to Saturday 5 December.

Elizabeth Deadman

 

  CHRISTMAS  
TREE FESTIVAL 

 

ST JOHN’S CHURCH, HYTHE, SO45 6BP 
SATURDAY 21st NOV —SATURDAY 5TH DEC 2026 

Doors open Mon — Sat from 10:00 - 5:00  FREE! 
 

If you would like to sponsor a tree  
please email ctf@hythe2000.org or pick up an 

application form from St. John’s Church Office  
Donations welcome 

www.hythe2000.org  
 

 

Charity 1095039 

 
Money raised for  

Hythe 2000 Charitable Trust, Charity number 1095039  & St John’s Church.  
Hythe 2000 supports Smarties, IT 4 All, local school support & Community projects  



Welcomers/sides people needed  
Hi everyone St John's Church are in need of individuals who would 
be willing to help out at our Services. We are looking for people 
who would like to welcome on entrance to our services or anyone 
who would be willing to be a sidesperson. If you are interested 
please come and see us at any of the services or contact the office. 
Your help would be greatly appreciated by all at St John’s.  

God Bless 
Craig Fowkes   Church Warden 

WPCN Patient Champions 

Patient Champions work with patients from GP practices across 
the Waterside Primary Care Network. (PCN) and provide a 
range of activities to support people in the community include a 
coffee session at St John's hall every last Thursday of the month 
from 11:30 to 13:30.  There is no charge for the session or for 
the cakes and bread provided by the Waterside Food Project. 
The group's activities include book groups in Hythe and 
Marchwood, walking groups, a photography group and one to 
support people in an ever changing digital world.   
To find out more about the range of activities provided click on 
this link 
https://www.wpcnpatientchampions.co.uk/about









Putting Faith Into Action 
to Protect Local 

Waterways

This Creationtide we are being encouraged to think about 
God’s life-giving water, and to join God’s work of renewal 
and healing of our natural world.

For Alistair McNaught from All Saints in Fawley, that calling 
has become a practical commitment to protect the rivers 
and waterways around his local community.

Since April, Alistair has been leading a group of volunteers 
from the Waterside area, training them to test the quality of 
local streams and working with them to raise awareness of 
pollution and to campaign for cleaner water.



The project was established by the Waterside Climate 
Action Network (WaterCAN), as part of the wider New 
Forest Water Watch. For Alistair, the project is rooted in his 
Christian faith.

He said, “Some of my most profound times of communion 
have been sitting in the presence of flowing water. I have 
a deep conviction that Christians should be at the forefront 
of environmental advocacy and action, that we are called 
to be prophetic people. If ‘the Earth is the Lord’s’ we have 
no right to treat it disrespectfully.

“Clean water is a right for our children and our wildlife. The 
work we do gives us the evidence to speak truth to power. 
It has allowed me to use a wide range of prior skills and 
experiences to benefit the community, and in turn to be 
built up and blessed by their passion and support.”

The volunteers currently monitor six streams around 
Totton, Hythe and Dibden, including waterways running 
through housing estates, and recreational areas where 
people walk, paddle and exercise their dogs.



They test for E. coli, nitrates, phosphates, temperature and 
ammonia, recording the results on a database. Where a 
result raises concerns, further tests and samples are taken 
to try to identify the source of the problem. The group can 
then alert the Environment Agency and put up posters to 
raise awareness locally of potential pollution.

On one occasion, testing found E. coli levels thirty five times 
higher than the safe bathing limit, but the volunteers also 
celebrate clean water too.

Volunteer Mike Smith, said, “I was worried about climate 
change and the impact on the wider environment, so I think 
it’s important we check it out. Children play in the stream 
here, and other streams around the Forest, that we’ve been 
testing, so I think it’s important that we are more aware of 
what’s going on in the environment.”

Fellow volunteer Katie Butt added, “I love to test the water 
and see what is going on in my local area. It feels like I’m 
doing something useful for everybody – all the kids who 
want to come and paddle in here when it’s hot, the people 
who walk here and think it’s okay for their dog to go in. 
Sometimes, we’re finding out that it’s probably not. Hopefully 
we’ll be making improvements, making some difference and 
making it better.”



Alistair has been supported by the wider New Forest Water 
Watch team and he values the sense of community and 
shared purpose among a diversity of people he might not 
otherwise have met.

He said, “It’s part of my desire to protect nature and social 
justice, to make sure water companies fulfil their legal 
obligations and to hold them to account,” he said. 
“Stewardship is such an important part of it. I want to make 
sure that whatever part I play, I can give my kids something 
that is better than it would have been if I hadn’t been here. 
It’s about gratitude and about not taking these things for 
granted.”

The project also reflects the way Alistair believes 
churches can engage with their communities around care 
for creation. Although this is a community led project, it’s 
also important to his parish church as it continues to work 
towards its Silver Eco Church award.



Alistair concluded, “I think it’s important for churches to be 
informed, to be inspired or indignant, or both. We need to be 
able to look outwards and say nature is not a tag-on. Nature is 
the core resource God has given us for our wellbeing, and so 
we need to look after it well. We need to be informed and 
informing people that this matters. I want to feel like I’m doing 
something tangible to make a difference.”








